The Human Cost of Nuclear War S Farrow & A Chown (ed) pp 163 £1.95 Cardiff: Medical Campaign Against Nuclear Weapons 1983 This book is based on a conference organized by the Cardiff Group of the Medical Campaign Against Nuclear Weapons (MCANW), and held in Cardiff on 21 January 1983. With the exception of the psychologists (from USA, West Germany and UK) and the medical knights, it is a useful and reasonably sound exposition of a point of view which has much to be said in its favour.
Inevitably emotion must tend to rule the roost, as is superbly illustrated in the exposition of the Reverend Bob Morgan on the significance of the proclamations by eight Welsh County Councils that they are Nuclear Free Zones. But as an antidote, the proceedings contain what is described as a 'Note by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office', and entitled 'The Assessment of Nuclear War Risk', which attempts to maintain a sense of balance.
On the other hand, it is not irrelevant to note the absurd section quoted from the publication, 'Protect and Survive' (1980 HMSO), which contains the suggestion for clearing out newspapers because of the risk of fire. Which is justifiably described as the reductio ad absurdum.
The last word, however, must be allotted to Lord Louis Mountbatten's statement in Strasbourg on II May 1979: 'In the event of a nuclear war there will be no chances, there will be no survivors -all will be obliterated... Nuclear devastation is not science fiction -it is a matter of fact. The world now stands on the brink of the final abyss. Let us all resolve to take all possible practical steps to ensure that we do not, through our own folly, go over the edge'.
Nothing can be done to ameliorate nuclear devastation. The only hope for the human race is that every civilized state could do all it can to ensure that nuclear warfare merely remains a figment of the imagination, the possibility of which will ensure that it can never be put to use. 
